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MATISSE. PICASSO, AND MAJOR FRENCH IMPRESSIONISTS 
IN EXHIBITION OF PRINTS AND DRAWINGS 

(Cleveland, OH) -- In Matisse's or Picasso's hands, a pencil could make a simple line 
communicate a powerful sense of personality and three-dimensionality. Few of these 
artists' contemporaries appreciated their extraordinary draftsmanship as keenly as the 
Cone sisters of Baltimore, Maryland. More than 120 drawings, prints, and illustrated 
books by these and other artists from the Cones' vast collection will be on view at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art in Matisse, Picasso, and Friends: Masterworks on Paper 
from the Cone Collection of The Baltimore Museum of Art, from November 17, 1996, 
through January 19, 1997. The exhibition is free. 

Jane Glaubinger, Curator of Prints at the Cleveland Museum, who is overseeing 
the exhibition here, says the Cone sisters were extraordinary for their time as women and 
as art collectors: “Dr. Claribel and Miss Etta, as they were called, were conservative in 
their taste, for example shying away from Picasso's Cubist period in favor of his early 
work and his later neoclassical style, but their aesthetic sense was flawless. In all the 
works on view you will share the sisters' appreciation of the artists' fundamental ability to 
draw, with pen or brush or with the diverse printmaking tools with which Picasso and 
Matisse were so adept.” 

The Cone Collection is the cornerstone of The Baltimore Museum of Art (BMA) 
collection, including more than 3,000 works of art acquired by Dr. Claribel (1864-1929) 
and Miss Etta (1870-1949) Cone between 1898 and 1949. Renowned for exemplary 
paintings and sculpture by Matisse, Picasso, Cezanne, Gauguin, van Gogh, Renoir, and 
other early modern masters, the Cone Collection also includes textiles, jewelry, 
household furniture. Oriental rugs, African art, Japanese prints, antique ivories and 
bronzes, illustrated books, and hundreds of prints and drawings. 

Matisse, Picasso, and Friends is the first-ever survey of works on paper from the 
Cone Collection. Due to the vulnerability and light sensitivity of works on paper, these 
drawings, prints, and watercolors are rarely shown and are seen as a group by the 
general public for the first time since their bequest to the BMA in this exhibition. Having 
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opened in Baltimore in 1995, Matisse, Picasso, and Friends begins its national tour in Cleveland, 
then travels to Seattle and Houston. 

This exhibition provides an in-depth representation of the Cones' legendary holdings of prints 
and drawings by Matisse and Picasso and includes works by many other artists acquired by Etta to 
give historical depth to the Collection. 

Born to German Jewish immigrants in Jonesboro, Tennessee, the Cones and their family 
moved to Baltimore in 1871. Both sisters graduated from public high school. Claribel went on to 
graduate from the Woman's Medical College of Baltimore (affiliated with Johns Hopkins University 
Medical School, which did not admit women) and became internationally esteemed for her research 
in pathology, while Etta, an accomplished pianist, dedicated herself to the management of the Cone 
household. During this time of the early 1900s, Baltimore, though lacking public art museums, was 
home to a number of arts dubs and an esprit de corps of the culture-hungry. The Cone sisters kept 
the company of artists, writers, and musicians; forged enduring and influential relationships with 
pioneering individualists Gertrude and Leo Stein; and traveled the world pursuing their interests in 
art. While outwardly very different, the sisters shared an ardent interest in the avant-garde 
and— supported by the wealth their family accumulated mainly from cotton mills — amassed one of 
the most extraordinary modern art collections in the world. 

Among the fifty works by Matisse in the exhibition are such masterpieces as The Rumanian 
Blouse (pen and ink, 1936) and Self-Portrait (charcoal and estompe, 1937), as well as a posthumous 
portrait drawing of Claribel and a portrait of Etta (both charcoal and estompe, 1931-34) underscoring 
the sisters' close relationship with the artist. 

Fifty-one works by Picasso are featured in the exhibition. It was Gertrude Stein who first 
introduced Etta to Picasso in 1905, when Etta would purchase her first works by the artist — two 
drawings. Claribel and Etta would go on to acquire 113 works by Picasso, the most noteworthy 
perhaps being a series of studies for Picasso's famous Circus Family acquired directly from the artist 
during their early visits to his Paris studio (mostly pen and ink and watercolor). 

Among the engaging, signature images by other artists selected for this show are lithographs 
of bathers by Cezanne, Ballet Dancer Standing by Degas (chalk and pastel, ca. 1886-1890), a 
Renoir color lithograph of his son holding a cookie (1899), a close-up sidelong view of Mile. Marcelle 
Lender, en Buste by Toulouse-Lautrec (color lithograph, 1895), and van Gogh's watercolor Beach at 
Scheveningen, a study of figure groupings set in a place the Cones had visited in 1903. 
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Gallery talks and three special programs have been planned to complement Matisse, 
Picasso, and Friends in the first three weeks of its two-month run. Vivian Kung of the museum's 
education department will give gallery talks in the exhibition on Wednesday, December 4, and 
Sunday, Decembers, at 1;30, and on Thursday, Decembers, at 2:30. 

On the first Wednesday evening the show is open, November 20 at 7:00, Jay Fisher, Curator 
of Prints, Drawings & Photographs at the BMA and organizer of the exhibition, will talk about "Dr. 
Claribel and Miss Etta Cone as Collectors." 

On Sunday, December 1, at 2:30, the museum will present "A Line and its Companions," an 
Indoor Garden Court dance concert of pieces inspired by works in the exhibition, by Frankie Hart, 
lecturer in dance at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU), with partner Nick Carlisle and 
CWRU dance students. 

On Saturday, December 7, people of all skill levels, including beginners, are invited to an "All- 
Day Drawing Workshop" led by veteran drawing instructor Sun-Hee J. Kwon. Taking place in the 
exhibition from 10:30 to 4:00, this intensive class carries a $20 fee (includes materials and parking) 
and requires registration by the day before by calling the museum at 216/421-7340, ext. 462. All 
other events are free. 

Matisse, Picasso, and Friends: Masterworks on Paper from the Cone Collection of The 
Baltimore Museum of Art is organized and circulated by The Baltimore Museum of Art. The 
Cleveland showing of Matisse, Picasso, and Friends is sponsored by Andersen Consulting and 
LTV Steel Company. 
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Matisse, Picasso, and Friends: 

Masterworks on Paper from the Cone Collection of The Baltimore Museum of Art 

Exhibition Facts 


Who: Two sisters, Dr. Claribel Cone (1864-1929) and Miss Etta Cone (1870-1949) of 
Baltimore, Maryland; bom in Jonesboro, Tennessee, the 5th and 9th of 13 
children of German Jewish immigrants. Beginning with prints and drawings, they 
amassed one of the legendary art collections of our century. 

Two of the greatest artists of the 20th century knew these art patrons well: Henri 
Matisse (French, 1869-1954) and Pablo Picasso (Spanish, 1881-1973). 

Gertrude and Leo Stein were among the cultured set with whom the sisters and 
the artists associated in Baltimore and abroad. 

What: Some 124 works on paper: 6 illustrated books; 56 prints; 62 drawings including 17 
watercolors and gouaches. Fifty are by Matisse, 51 by Picasso, and 23 by 15 
other European and American artists whose works the Cone sisters acquired, 
providing context to their masterpieces by icons of modernism. These are (in 
alphabetical order): Pierre Bonnard, Mary Cassatt, Paul Cezanne, Edgar Degas, 
Andre Derain, John Graham, Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres, Edouard Manet, 
Amedeo Modigliani, Berthe Morisot, Georges Rouault, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, 
Felix Vallotton, and Vincent van Gogh. 

When: Sunday, November 17, 1996, through Sunday, January 19, 1997. 

Where:The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Why: Visitors come to The Baltimore Museum of Art from all over the world to see the 
renowned collection bequeathed by Miss Etta Cone in 1949. This exhibition is 
organized and circulated by the BMA to give the general public its first opportunity 
to see these fragile, rarely-shown works together for the first time since the 
bequest. It opened in Baltimore in 1995, and now continues in 3 other major 
American cities, beginning with Cleveland (Seattle and Houston following). 

How: The Cleveland showing is sponsored by Andersen Consulting and LTV Steel 
Company. 

Complementary programs: Guest lecture by the organizing curator. Jay Fisher of the 

BMA; all-day drawing workshop for all skill levels; dance event inspired by works in the 

exhibition; and gallery talks. 

Media contact: Denise Horstman, Assistant Manager of Marketing & Communications; 

phone 216/421-7340, ext. 262; fax 216/231-6565. 
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